Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission

305 Bell Lane, Mill Valley, CA 94941

July 28, 2008

The Regular Meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission was called to order by Chairperson Hayes at 6:34 PM, on July 28, 2008.

1. ROLL CALL

PRESENT: 
Advisory Commissioner Chairperson Sue Hayes and Members Robert DeWalt, Jeff Brown and Ro Ricketts. As all four of the Advisory Commissioners were present, a quorum was constituted.

From the District Board: No District Member(s) attended
STAFF PRESENT:  Parks & Recreation Director Carol Buchholz and Recording Secretary Jack Schwartz.
2. APPROVE AGENDA.  The Agenda consisted of no action items and accordingly was not voted upon.
3. PUBLIC EXPRESSION.  Chairperson Hayes asked for any non-agenda public expression, in response to which there was no public expression.

4. NEW BUSINESS. Meet at the TCSD Business Office (305 Bell Lane) at 6:30 for our Annual Park Tour.

I. Community Center. The Annual Park Tour began at the Business Office 
(305 Bell Lane) and the Commissioners, led by Director Buchholz, were driven to the Community Center in the District’s passenger van. On the way to the Community Center, Director Buchholz pointed out the District-maintained compost pile, a convenience heavily used by District residents; the Director also noted the trees that were trimmed at the back of District Board Member L. Johnson’s home.

Once at the Community Center, Director Buchholz and Chairperson Hayes observed the various plantings at the front of the Center and the significant “clean-up” around the

Center (with the assistance of the Contractor’s Labor Pool.) Also, Commissioner Hayes noted that irrigation was a problem but was being looked into and improved. Director Buchholz then pointed out the beautiful bench area again an area that had also been recently cleaned up, a cleanup however that exposed a trip hazard near the creek tributary.
The tour continued with Director Buchholz noting that the parking area toward the Community Center’s entrance will be used to erect a tent for the upcoming Holiday Breakfast with Santa and ice skating (the tent will provide the entrance to the event and will have various sites serving hot chocolate and other seasonal treats).
Director Buchholz then led the tour into the Community Center, where Commissioners Brown and DeWalt explained the new electrical improvements, as well as discussed the second phase electrical improvements. Director Buchholz noted the new wall hangings (art) and explained that the Community Center was not getting any rentals this summer (the Director wondered aloud whether the “look” of the Center, as well as the rate increase for the Center might have a negative effect on the rental use).

Director Buchholz then led the group to the Center’s kitchen, and discussed the need for a new professional sink, a disposal, new cabinets, additional storage and perhaps a preparation “island.” Also, the Director noted that if the backyard was to be used for events (including rental use) the window should perhaps be improved to allow service to the backyard, which will also require clearing a pathway from the window to the backyard lawn area.

The Director next returned to the main hall and showed-off Bern Healey’s painted stage backdrop; Commissioner DeWalt was asked to please stabilize the wooden backdrops and Commissioner Brown noted that the under-stage storage doors were dangerous and should perhaps be improved (like the elementary school stage storage) with hinged, heavy door assemblies.
Director Buchholz then led the Commission to the beautiful backyard, an area with which Commissioner Hayes had materially assisted.
Thereafter, the Commission agreed to continue to discuss the following special issues:

(a) Wall Hangings and Rental Fee. Art/Photos/Maps on the walls was challenged – this issue is to be ADDED TO AUGUST AGENDA; as there are NO summer rentals, the new rental fees should be reviewed – PUT ON AUGUST AGENDA.

(b) Kitchen. Access through the kitchen to the backyard area would be desirable – use and improve the existing window and clear the backyard underneath to create a pathway (for service).

(c) Stage Storage. The doors that enclose the under-stage storage are dangerous – the hinged doors used at Tam Elementary are a good model of a safer door.

Thereafter the Commissioners grabbed their coats and sweaters and headed-off to Kay Park, with Director Buchholz driving the District’s new passenger van.

II. Kay Park. Director Buchholz parked at Commissioner Brown’s home on
Jean Street, across from the Jean Street entrance to Kay Park. Director Buchholz led the Commissioners through Kay Park, during which the following highlights were observed:
(a) Entrance Signage. The Jean Street entrance signage needs painting

(b) Lawn OVER WATERED. The lawn is very wet and appears to be overwatered – some sink-holes evidence a possible pipe break.

(c) Chinese Pistachio UNDERWATERED. The corner tree is dying from no water – irrigation should be brought in to help this tree and surrounding area.

(d) Play Structure. Behind the play Structure needs a good clean-out (fallen apples from neighbor’s trees).

(e) Play Structure Hardware. Carefully inspect the hinges, pins, screws for wear/tear and rust/mold – consult the manuals for replacement schedule.

(f) Hours of Operation. There is NO Dawn-to-Dusk use signage

(g) Bathroom – Port-a-Potty placement – consult expert re servicing and ask Bob re permanent bathroom water/sewer lines. PUT THIS ISSUE ON AUGUST AGENDA.

(h) Entrance Doors. The entrance doors continued to be abused and required constant  repair/maintenance attention.
Thereafter, Director Buchholz drove the Commissioners to Eastwood Park, the site of the next tour visit.
III. Eastwood Park. Director Buchholz parked at the Eastwood tennis court 
parking area, where this part of the tour began. The Commissioners inspected the bathroom facility and locking device (as well as the interior safety escape button); the Commissioners learned that the bathroom did self-lock at 8:00 PM.
Director Buchholz then explained about the District’s grant efforts to complete the pathway around the tennis courts and to resurface these courts.

Director Buchholz then led the Commissioners on foot to the main park area where the Commissioners toured the entrance, the park, the pathways around the park, the play area and the BBQ/picnic areas, during which the following highlights were observed:
(a) Hours of Park Use Signage. There is NO Dawn-to-Dusk use signage.

(b) Parking for Park Users, Only. There should be “Parking for Park Users, Only” signage.
(c) No Overnight Parking Signage There should be “No Overnight Parking” signage.

(d) Tree Watering. The trees by the bathroom need watering.

(e) The DeWalt Plum Tree. Commissioner DeWalt again urged the removal of the “DeWalt park plum tree,” (not to be confused with the other park plum trees).

(f) Trip Hazard. The path alongside the play structure is raised and creates a trip hazard (Commissioner Ricketts has recommended repairing this area several times.

(g) BBQ Fire Hazard. The area around all BBQs must be cleared of wood chips and made fireproof with gravel.
The Director then drove the Commissioners to the Cabin, the last stop on the evening’s tour.
IV. Cabin. Director Buchholz parked at the Cabin’s parking area and noted
that the trees required trimming and thinning and that the port-a-potty required servicing. The Director also noted that the Creekside Friday service area had no irrigation (it was hand watered by Terry) and that otherwise, no real improvements to this area were currently planned by the District. Following this part of the tour, the Director and the Commissioners asked that the following be highlighted:  
(a) Port-a-Potty Clean-out. The port-a-potty needs a clean-out.

(b) Tree Trimming. The trees at the front of the Cabin need trimming

(c) Branch Elevation. To prevent children climbing (or slow it down) the lower tree limbs should be cut.

(d) Service area Watering. The area where Creekside serves food is dry as a bone and should be hand watered regularly.
REPORTS.


General Manager:


Mr. Elam will not be present.

Landscape Report:

Sue Hayes to discuss District plantings 
while on tour.

Director Report
Program update, written descriptions attached in the Agenda packet. 

These materials included recent correspondence regarding Rhubarb Park and the GGNRA, a topic which Commissioners DeWalt and Ricketts firmly believed required historical research and careful consideration. Thereafter, and due to the importance of the Rhubarb Park issue, together with the vacation schedules of Director Buchholz and Chairperson Hayes, the Commissioners agreed to change the August meeting date to August 11, 2008.
ADJOURNMENT.
MOTION
MOVE TO ADJOURN.

M/S/C
DeWALT/RICKETTS
Vote – 4 Ayes

(The July P&R Advisory Commission Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.)
NEXT MEETING
Date:
August 11, 2008

Time:
7:00 PM

Place:
District Office (305 Bell Lane)
